
 

 

S t .  J a m e s  U p d a t e  

This Week at St. James 
Sunday: 

The Altar Society will be serving their wonderful 
goodies this morning.  Take a break and come on 
down to the Lower Hall.   
 

     No Religious Education, grades K-12  
 

     TET– Vietnamese New Year Celebration —   
        Mass 2 pm, Dinner celebration 3 pm, Upper hall 
 

Wednesday:  RCIA — 7 PM, Upper Hall 
 

Friday:  Church Cleaning — 8 AM, Church 
      

Saturday:  Reconciliation — 3:30 PM, Church  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Shrove Tuesday — Supper, Raffle & Bingo 
     Tuesday, February 21, 5-7 pm 

Your Boxed Envelopes 
For those of you who use boxed envelopes, they 

will be available in the back of the church for one 
more weekend ONLY.  Please feel free to pick them 
up in the office thereafter.  

Offerings of Treasure from Last Weekend  

Regular Offering ___________________ $5,465.61 
St. Vincent de Paul ___________________ $105.00 

Priest Pension ________________________ $50.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Tax Statements  
The end of year donor tax statements were mailed 

out.  If you are expecting one and do not receive 
one in the mail please contact the parish office. 

 

Mass In tent ions for  This  Week 
Saturday 5 pm — +Mai Bui  
Sunday, 9 am — For all St. James parishioners 
           11 am — +John Goodwin 
Tuesday, 12:10 pm — All Souls 
Wednesday, 12:10 pm — All Souls 
Thursday, 12:10 pm — Carol LeCompt 
Friday, 12:10 pm — For All the Deceased at  
    Mother Joseph Cemetery 

Catechist Certification Program  
Feb. 12, 1-5 pm, Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

The topic is “God and the Human Person.” Cost: 
$25 each class.  These classes are open to any adult 
who wants to deepen their own faith. Bring your 
Bible and a copy of the Catechism to use in class. 
For more information and to register, contact Lynn 
Schedler at 695-1366 Ext. 304. 

COMMUNITY  U PDATE  

“A Taste of Peace”  
Silent Auction & Wine Tasting 

Sat., February 4th, 4–8:30 pm, Our Lady of Peace 
Retreat House, 3600 SW 170th Ave, Beaverton 

     Silent Auction benefits the ministries of the 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters at Our Lady of Peace 
Retreat House. Sparkle your senses with an evening 
of live entertainment, fine wine tasting, delectable 
hors d'oeuvres & chocolate, as well as the opportu-
nity to bid on many incredible items. The Sisters 
look forward to seeing you. Tickets: $40. Reserva-
tions are required. Contact: 503-649-7127 or go to 
www.olpretreat.org. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Shine! Auction 
“Shine! A Brilliant Night For Our Bright Stars”  

Saturday, February 4,  at the Hilton Hotel 
   Purchase tickets in the school offices, or online at 
www.lourdesvan.org.  The ticket cost of $75 includes 
champagne, hors d’oeuvres, bidding in the silent & 
live auctions, dinner, wine, desert, and dancing. 
Check out the auction items at www.Lourdesvan.org 
by visiting the auction page.  Contact: Krista Wuest 
at 696-2301x206 or kwuest@lourdesvan.org. 

Free Top Soil 
     There is a great deal of dirt/top soil available at 
the Mother Joseph Cemetery that is “free for the 
hauling.”  If you are interested please contact Fred, 
Cemetery Custodian, at 360-608-5493. He is avail-
able there from 7am—2pm. 

No Religious Education this Sunday 
     As listed in our Religious Education 
calendar given out at the beginning of 
the school year, this Sunday the Upper 
Hall will be used for the Vietnamese 

New Year Celebration, so there will be no religious 
education classes.  Classes will resume February 5th. 

Blood Drive 
  Save the date… Monday, February 
6th, from 1:30—6:30 pm, here at St. 
James.  Give from your heart the gift 
of life. To schedule your appointment 

or for more information, contact our parishioner, 
Deb Elliott at 360-695-9295.  You can also schedule 
online at www.givelife.org, code stjamesvancouver. 

Vietnamese New Year Celebration 
On Sunday, January 29, Mass 

will be at 2 pm, (instead of the 
regular 3:30 pm time).  After Mass 
there will be a Potluck Dinner in 
the Upper Hall.  Enjoy cultural ac-
tivities, dragon dance, children’s 
lucky money.  St. James Vietnamese 
Community welcomes all parishion-
ers to join in this celebration. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
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Every Life has a Purpose in God’s Plan 
 

Archbishop Sartain’s homily at the Mass for Life 
 

“EACH LIFE IS IRREPLACEABLE” 
 

     In the eyes of God, my life and 
your life are no accident. God 
desired for us to be conceived, God 
desires that we live, and God desires 
that we spend eternity in his 
presence. These simple yet profound 
truths set the anthropological 

framework of the Bible – in other words, they help us 
see what every human person is about and where we 
are headed. 
     The prophet Isaiah was keenly aware of his 
personal origin in God and, indeed, his personal 
vocation in God, from the womb: “Before birth the 
Lord called me, from my mother’s womb he gave me 
my name.” “For now the Lord has spoken who 
formed me as his servant from the womb…” Isaiah’s 
conviction was that his life and every life, desired and 
brought into being by God, had a purpose in God’s 
plan. And in God’s plan, each life is irreplaceable. 
     This basic spiritual truth – this basic human truths 
– brings the disaster of abortion into sharp relief. To 
snuff out any life desired, created, loved, and given a 
purpose by God is an unspeakable tragedy. To 
further suggest that a woman or a man has a right to 
end a life desired, created, loved, and given a purpose 
by God is adding heartbreaking insult to mortal 
injury. To propose that coverage for abortion be 
mandated for all private insurance plans is 
not only utterly indefensible – it is also a 
grave infringement on the rights of 
conscience of insurers, private employers, 
churches, and individuals. And to attempt to 
re-define marriage is to propose the further 
erosion of the bedrock foundation of every 
human society. Marriage in faith and societal 
traditions is acknowledged as the foundation 
of civilization. It has long been recognized 
that the stability of society depends on the 
stability of family life in which a man and a 
woman conceive and nurture new life. 
 

“WE HAVE OUR WORK CUT OUT FOR US” 
     This is work we must do with conviction, with 
enthusiasm, with unfailing perseverance, with hope, 
and with love. Our words must be clear and strong – 
but they must never be hateful. Our actions must be 
consistent – but they must never be harmful. Our 
efforts must be united, collaborative and prudent, and 
we must be aware of anything that could cause 
divisiveness among us. Our prayers must be fervent 
and hope-filled, for as Paul wrote to the Ephesians, 
God “is able to accomplish far more than all we ask 
or imagine, by the power at work within us.” Our 
trust in God must be firm. 

     Today we are together as a living witness that 
each life is precious, sacred, unrepeatable, 
irreplaceable, and of infinite value to us – and to the 
world itself. We will never stop saying that, we will 
never stop reminding those we elect to office that 
they have a responsibility to protect human life. 

“WE WILL RESIST ANY AND ALL EFFORTS TO 
ATTACK OUR RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE AND OUR 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY BY FORCING US TO PROVIDE 
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR ABORTION” 

If, God forbid, such legislation should pass, the state 
of Washington would be putting the Catholic 
Church and many others in an untenable situation. 

     You and I 
celebrate 
life today, 
and in a few 
moments 
we will join 
many others 
to March 
for Life. 
Our strong 
conviction 
that abortion is killing innocent life comes from our 
belief in the sovereignty of God, the inviolability and 
sacredness of human life, the destiny of every human 
person, our love for the poor and vulnerable, and our 
concern for the common good. And those strong 
convictions urge us not simply to state our beliefs but 
to put them into practice, to work tirelessly, 

respectfully, and non-violently for an end to 
abortion. It urges “individual Catholics and the 
many institutions and organizations of the 
Church to unite in an unprecedented effort to 
restore respect and legal protection for every 
human life – to be what [Blessed John Paul II] 
asked us to be: a people of life and a people for 
life” (Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities, USCCB, 2001). 
 

     What is frequently referred to as a matter 
of “choice” is in reality a matter of life and 
death. It is a matter of right and wrong. It is 
a matter of accepting our origin and destiny 
– and that of every child conceived in every 
womb – from the very hands of God. It is a 
matter of recognizing that I am not a god 

who makes up rules for my world by “choice,” but 
that I am a creature of God whose fulfillment is 
found in his gift of life. 
     You and I have the responsibility and the 
vocation – from the womb! – to be praise of God, to 
live as loving creatures of God, to love and protect 
every human person from the moment of his or her 
conception to natural death, and to do everything in 
our power to ensure that such is the law in our 
country. Please God, with your help, may it be so.  

Segments from Archbishop Sartain’s homily, January 17, 2012.   
From seattlearchdiocese.org 
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